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STATED MEETING, February 21, 1843. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 



DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

A Collection of American Insects, (about 25 species.) Pre- 
sented by Mr. Samuel B. Ashmead. 

A Collection of Shells from Great Egg Harbor. From Mr. 
Thomas Beasley, through Mr. Ashmead. 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY. 

Survey of the Boundary between the United States and 
Texas. From Major Graham, U. S. Topographical Engi- 
neers. 

Report of Dr. Lewis C. Beck on the Mineralogical arid Che 
mical Department of the Survey of the State of New York, 
and 

Report of Dr. Torrey on the Botanical Department of the 
same. From Dr. Morton, in exchange. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS. 

A letter was read from Major J. D. Graham, accompany- 
ing his donation above mentioned. 

VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Professor Johnson exhibited some samples of sheathing copper from 
the bottoms of vessels, which showed the effects of corrosion and attrition 
after it had been in use for a very limited period, and alluded to the great 
deterioration, of late years, in the quality of the commercial article, both 
in this country and abroad. 
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As it was highly important to the interests of Commerce and of the 
Navy that some test should be had which might be conveniently put in 
use for ascertaining the degree of purity of sheathing copper ; and as che- 
mical tests were not always at hand, or readily applied by inexperienced 
persons, Prof. Johnson had invented an apparatus, of simple construction 
and easy management, called a test vice, which he exhibited and explained, 
by means of which the degree of tenacity of portions of sheathing copper 
could be readily ascertained. 

Strips of copper from different sources, about an inch in width, were 
•hen subjected to the test, and their comparative value determined by the 
number of bends which they would bear until fracture was produced. 

Prof. Johnson also exhibited two specimens of Cannel Coal, one 
termed by him slaty Cannel, from Kentucky, and the other from Missouri, 
called floating Cannel, from the circumstance of its floating on water' 
which fluid it afterwards absorbs, and then sinks. Prof. Johnson also 
gave the results of his analysis of these coals, which accorded in mos' 
respects with that of the Cannel Coal of Scotland, as obtained by Mr. 
Richardson. 



MEETING FOR BUSINESS. 
February 28, 1843. 

Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

The Society, after receiving the Reports of several Com- 
mittees, and the monthly Report of the Corresponding Secre- 
tary, and transacting some general business, proceeded to an 
election for Correspondents with the following result. 

CORRESPONDENTS. 

William G. Lettsom, Esq., Attache to her Britannic Ma- 
jesty's Legation at Washington. 
S. Henry Dickson, M. D., of Charleston, South Carolina. 



